THE  HEALTH  OF  STANDI  SH. 

Atj  a  meeting  of  the  Standish-with-Langtree  Urban 
District  Council,  held  on  February  6tb,  Dr.  Wilson 
presented  the  following  annual  report  Gentlemen,— 
I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report 
on  the  health  and  matters  affecting  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Standish-with-Langtree. 

The  area  of  the  township  is  3,264  acres,  and  the 
density  of  the  population  about  1.5  per  acre  5  the 
average  density  of  the  population  in  the  urban  sani¬ 
tary  district  of  Lancashire  being  3.46  per  acre.  The 
total  population  to  the  middle  of  1898  is  estimated 
at  6,000,  of  these  about  950  live  in  Lower  Giound, 
The  total  number  of  births  registered  numbered  227, 
being  at  the  rate  of  17*.  Ti.e  total  number  of  deaths 
occunng  in  the  district  in  1898  was  92,  which  is  equal 
to  an  annual  death  rate  of  15.3.  During  the  year  1897 
the  number  of  deaths  was  144,  and  the  death  rate  24.4. 
Of  the  92  deaths  48  were  females  and  44  males,  34 
occured  in  children  over  1  year  of  age,  12  in  children 
over  1  and  under  5,  33  in  persons  between  5  and  65, 
and  13  in  persons  over  65.  The  deaths  in  children 
under  1  year  of  age  show  a  decrease  of  15  compared 
with  those  registered  during  1897,  andfthe  death  rate 
at  this  age  per  1,000  births  is  149.7  as  compared  with 
220.7  for  1897.  The  deaths  in  children  over  1  year 
old  and  under  5  years  number  12.  a  decrease  of  16 
on  the  year  1897.  The  number  of  children  dying  under 
5  years  of  age  is  46,  a  decrease  of  31  on  the  previous 
year.  The  death  rate  from  phthisis  is  0.5,  that  of  the 
urban  sanitary  districts  of  Lancashire  for  the  year  1897 
v.’";  1:19.  Th»  respiratory  nis<-ase  rate  is  2.8.  and 

that  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  Lancashire 
for  the  year  1897  was  3.57.  Of  the  86  cases  of  infec¬ 
tious  disease  reported  8  proved  fatal,  2  dying  from 
scarlatina,  1  from  diphtheria,  4  from  enteric  and  con¬ 
tinued  fever,  1  from  measles.  The  deaths  from  the 
seven  principal  zymotic  diseass  were  as  follows 
Scarlet  fever  2,  diphtheria  1,  enteric  and  continued 
fever  4,  measles  1,  whooping  cough  1,  diarrhoea  2. 
The  death  rate  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases  is 
1.3,  and  that  of  the  urban  sanitary  authorities  of 
Lancashire  for  the  year  1897  was  2.22.  Deaths  not 
due  to  zymotic  diseases  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 
Rheumatic  fever  1,  phthisis  3,  bronchitis,  pneumonia, 
and  pleurisy  17,  heart  disease  5,  influenza  3,  accidents 
7,  all  other  diseases  except  zymotic  diseases  45  ;  total 
81.  No  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred,  but  the  Isola¬ 
tion  Hospital  for  this  disease  is  maintained.  Enteric 
and  Continued  Fever  :  23  cases  of  these  affections  were 
notified,  against  25  in  1897,  and  an  analysis  of  the 
cases  shows  that  9  were  situated  in  Preston-road,  5 
in  School-lane,  2  in  Grove-lane,  1  in  Pole-street,  1 
in  Colling  wood-street,  3  in  Lower  Ground,  and  1  in 
Almond  Brook.  It  will  be  noticed  that  no  cases 
occurred  in  Church-street,  where  previously  we  have 
had  the  greatest  number  of  cases.  These  23  cases 
represent  3.8  attacks  in  every  1,000  of  the  population, 
and  the  mortality  equals  8.7  per  cent.  The  cases  were 
not  confined  to  any  particular  period,  but  the  largest 
number  of  cases  were  notified  in  January,  April,  and 
October.  The  causes  of  most  of  the  cases  of  enteric 
fever,  in  my  opinion  we  must  look  to  the  unpaved 
backyards,  the  open  and  deep  ashpits  wet  with  rain, 
and  house  waste  allowing  percolation  into  the  sur¬ 
rounding  subsoil  and  distributing  the  germs  of  infec¬ 
tion  by  displacement  of  ground  air.  Many  of  the 
old  stone  drains,  which  were  in  U3e  before  the  system 
of  sewerage  was  introduced,  contain  decaying  animal 
matter,  and  were  not  removed,  but  promiscuously 
broken  in  wherever  necessary,  and  the  escape  of  their 
concents  stoppr  d.  The  water  supply  ia  above  suspicion, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  that  any  particular  milk 
supply  has  been  the  cause  of  any  of  the  above  cases. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  excrement  of  some  typhoid 
cases  find  their  way  into  the  ashpits  referred  to  above 
either  because  those  looked  upon  as  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
or  before  the  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever  had  been  estab¬ 
lished,  or  because  there  is  no  other  means  of  disposal, 
and  it  has  been  established  that  an  area  once  infected 
remains  infected  from  year  to  year,  the  germs  living 
through  the  winter  as  long  as  the  soil  is  soaked  with 
filth,  especially  the  filth  of  human  excrement.  Scarlet 
Fever  :  The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  were  28  in 
number.  Of  these  2  were  in  Standish,  2  in  Gidlow, 
and  24  in  Lower  Grouud.  The  affection  was  brought 
from  the  neighbouring  village  of  Crooke,  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  spread  from  August  to  21st  December,  when 
the  last  case  was  notified.  While  the  Lower  Ground 
Schools  were  closed  for  the  holidays  they  were  fumi¬ 
gated  with  sulphur,  and  then  whitewashed  and 
cleaned,  and  since  opening  no  fresh  cases  have  been 
reported.  Two  deaths  were  caused  by  the  outbreak. 
Measles :  On  my  recommendation  this  affection  was 
scheduled  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
coming  in  operation  on  July  14,  1898.  Early  in  the 
year  a-  sharp  epidemic  existed  in  your  eastern  border 
(Haigii),  and  some  children  who  attended  the  Red 
Rock  Schools  took  it,  but  the  epidemic  never  became 
of  any  great  proport  on  in  your  district,  9  cases  only 
being  reported  causing  1  death.  Puerperal  Fever  : 
Four  cases  wpre  reported,  2  in  Preston-road,  1 
School-lane,  1  Saudy-lane.  Disinfection  of  bedding 
and  clothing  is  carried  out  by  the  sanitary  officials  at 
the  infected  houses  by  means  of  the  fumes  of  burning 
sulphur.  Old  Property  :  The  old  Step-row  has  been  de-  ' 
molished,  and  a  handsome  row  of  cottages  erected  in  its 
stead.  The  old  property  on  the  south  side  of  the 
I  Gro\e  was  considered  unfit  tor  hab  tation,  and  as  the  j 


,  result  of  a  communication  with  the  agent  of  the 

vnwenv  “  Promi3e. given  not  to  let  the' 

I  ha  R  I  f^r  occuPatl0n-  The  Standish  Estate 

l,h,d  ’•  du.r,ng  the  year  to  improve  their  pro¬ 

perty,  and  put  jt  in  a  better  sanitary  condition  and 

Jhew  0lee^?l1C0DtinUein  the  work  and’  put 
TWh  1  f  6h®lr  Pr°Percy  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
Twelve  new  cottages  have  been  erected.  A  f »w  back 

a°tedC  iS°SSt:S  e"8*H  T!le  S3wers  are  welLven ti- 
’  -  good  order,  and  acting  well,  and  no  corn- 

holes  The  fD  reCelVed0f  ?mells  coming  from  man- 
holes.  The  scavenging  is  let  -by  contract,  .and  is 

generally  well  carried  out,  but  towards  the  latter  pait 
of  the  year  some  complaints  were  made  of  dilatoriness 
einotying  ashpits,  and  the  council  suggested  steps 
to  have  the  matter  remedied,  and  since  the  work  has 
been  better  done.  The  w’ater  supply  of  the  town 
keeps  up  its  standard  of  excellence.  The  water  is  go™ 
and  soft  and  never  scarce.  Food  and  Drugs:  No 
prosecutions  have  been  instituted  under  this  Act. 
Meat  Inspection  :  No  cases  of  exposing  for  sale  of 

Uncertified  T)*  f°h°d  x-  b?en  found-  Inquests'  and 
[  FlLve/nqucsts  bave  been  held  and 
deaths  certified  due  to  the  following  causes  Drowned 

injurisa  2.  The  direction  our  efforts  in 
the  future  must  take  for  the  betterment  of  our  sani- 

olZnTl’f101?-13  38  fv.°ll0Wu  :~1- ■  The  ^“edying  of  all 

renderfn^  tfh°tlVe- ashplt?  by  raislDg  their  bottoms  and 
rendering  them  impervious  to  moisture  by  concrete, 

a,nd  by  covering  in  the  tops  to  prevent  wetting  by  rain, 
and  insisting  on  the  provision  of  slop  closets  in  all 
new  property.  2.  The  flagging  of  backyards.  3.  The 
more  frequent  cleaning  and  whitewashing  of  some  of 
tne  nouses.  4.  instruction  ana  education  in  tne 
matter  of  more  personal  and  household  cleanliness, 
and  I  would  here  ask  the  council  to  keep  in  mio<i  the 
question  of  establshing  public  baths  and  washhouses. 

5.  Instruction  in  the  feeding  and  rearing  of  infants.  I 
may  here  fittignly  refer  to  a  good  work  which  saw  its 
inception  last  year,  viz.,  the  establishing  of  a  district 
nurse.  1  hope  much  from  this  step  in  the  direction 
just  referred  to.  I  think  the  good  effects  of  a  nurse 
going  daily  amongsb  the  people  will  not  be  limited  to 
t  e  work  she  actually  does  with  her  own  hands,  but 
will  gi  ve  people  a  better  idea  of  personal  and  household 
cleanliness,  and  a  valuable  example  in  t!ie  treatment 
and  feeding  of  young  children.  Cowsheds  :  These 
are  registered,  and  on  inspection  are  clean  and  well 
kept  with  two  exceptions  ;  in  one  the  buildings  were 
structurally  good,  but  vetilation  prevented  by  pack¬ 
ing  the  ventilators,  and  in  the  others  the  sbippons  were 
not  keptclaan.  Both  have  been  put  .  in  order.  The 
council  have  only  powers  as  to  registration,  but  have 
no  powers  as  regards  airspace,  &c.,  and  I  would  suggest 
the  advisability  of  making  regulations  for  the  better 
management  and  construction  of  the  cowsheds.  Sewage 
Disposal :  This  is  done  by  irrigation  on  the  council’s 
bewage  -barm,  after  natural  precipitation  in  tanka, 
and  the  effluent  is  purified  by  treatment  through  coke 
beeze  filter  beds.  There  are  two  large  precipitating 
tanks  and  four  coke  filters.  One  coke  beeze  filter  has 
been  constructed  during  the  year,  and  recently  the 
reports  of  the  effluent  from  the  Ribble  Joint  Com- 
lrnttee  have  been  satisfactory.  Nuisances  :  One  hun- 
dred  and  thirty  nuisances  were  found, of  these  121  were 
abated  and  9  remain.  Canal  Boats  :  No  canal  boats 
were  visited,  as  the  canal  only  traverses  the  district  for 
a  distance  of  a  quarter  mile,  and  there  is  no  landing 
place.  Lodging-houses :  These  are  registered,  and 
when  inspected  were  clean,  and  had  generally  less 
lodgers  than  the  licensed  number.  Bakehouses  :  These 
were  inspected,  and  found  in  good  order  and  clean. 
Slaughter-houses  •  These  ar3  well  kept,  but  are  all 
too  close  to  dwelling-houses. — I  am  gentlemen,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  H.  Wilson. 


